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Welcome! We will begin momentarily.



National Endowment For the Arts

We are:  

• an independent federal agency established in 
1965 

• the only funder that supports the arts in all 50 
states, Washington, D.C. and the U.S. territories



National Endowment For the Arts

MISSION

By advancing equitable opportunities for arts participation and 

practice, the NEA fosters and sustains an environment in which 

the arts benefit everyone in the United States.



What We Do

Offer Free Arts & Culture Resources

Conduct Arts Research

Award Grants

Manage National Initiatives



State & Regional Partnerships



Grants for Arts Projects

Grants for Arts Projects (GAP) is the National Endowment for 
the Arts’ largest grants program. 
Through project-based funding, the program supports 
opportunities for:

• Public engagement with the arts and arts education
• the integration of the arts with strategies promoting the 

health and well-being of people and communities
• the improvement of overall capacity and capabilities within 

the arts sector



Grants for Arts Projects 
The NEA is committed to diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility, and fostering mutual respect for 
the diverse beliefs and values of all individuals and groups. We encourage projects that address any of 
the following:

• Elevate artists and makers as integral and essential to a healthy and vibrant society.
• Celebrate the nation’s creativity and/or cultural heritage.
• Facilitate cross-sector collaborations that center the arts at the intersection of other disciplines, 

sectors, and industries.
• Advance the health and well-being of individuals and communities.
• Invest in organizational capacity-building and leadership development for arts organizations, arts 

workers, and artists.
• Support existing and new technology-centered creative practices across all artistic disciplines and 

forms, as well as build arts organizations’ capacity to serve a broad public by providing access, 
training, and other resources to engage with digital technologies

• Develop creative work exploring or reflecting on the impacts of artificial intelligence (AI), in a way 
that is consistent with valuing human artistry. 



Grants for Arts Projects 

• To mark the semiquincentennial of the United States of America in 2026, the NEA also seeks arts projects 
furthering its mission of fostering and sustaining an environment in which the arts benefit everyone in the 
United States. The NEA is partnering with America250 to encourage arts projects that educate and engage 
communities in dialogue about the past, present, and future of our nation. Project examples may include public 
art recognizing the milestone, collaborative community arts projects exploring the nation’s identity, or 
retrospectives of celebrated or overlooked American artists.

• Support projects originating or are in collaboration with constituencies that include: Tribal Colleges and 
Universities, American Indian & Alaska Native tribes, and Asian American and Pacific Islander communities. 
These projects are all further encouraged by White House executive orders.



Applicant Eligibility

Eligible

▪Federally recognized Tribes or Tribal 
Communities

▪501(c)(3) Non-profit organizations
▪Units of State/Local Government
+
▪Must have a 3 year history of arts programming at 
the time of application. 

Not Eligible

• Individuals

• Fiscal Sponsors

• Commercial/for profit enterprises



Award Information

• Grants will range from $10,000 to $100,000 
• All grants require a 1 to 1 nonfederal cost share/match
• Cost share may be any combination of cash and/or in-kind, 

third-party contributions
• Federal funds may not be used as part of the cost 

share/match



We Do Not Fund

General operating 
or seasonal support

Individual schools 
(Pre-K through 12)

Creation of new 
organizations

Commercial 
activities, including 

arts markets

Facility 
construction, 
purchase, or 
renovation

Social activities such 
as receptions, 
parties, galas, 

community dinners, 
picnics, and 

potlucks

Full list: Unallowable Activities/Costs link on the website



How to Apply: Registration

Create and maintain free
registrations with Login.gov, SAM 
and Grants.gov

Registrations can take several 
weeks to finalize: start early!

NEA staff does not have access to 
your registrations

Links & Technical support resources:
How to Apply ->Registration Guidance PDF



How to Apply



How to Apply: Instructions



How to Apply: Part 1



How to Apply: Part 2 Applicant Portal

• One week window: dates are in the calendar for each deadline

• No additional registration required

• Link to the portal in the Instructions PDF

• Username and password are specific to your application

Access

• Project narrative & budget

• Background organization info

• Work samples/supplementary materials

Application Materials



How to Apply: Part 2



Artistic Disciplines

Artist 
Communities

Arts Education Dance Design
Folk & 

Traditional Arts

Literary Arts
Local Arts 
Agencies

Media Arts Museums Music

Musical Theater Opera
Presenting & 

Multidisciplinary 
Works  

Theater Visual Arts



Application Review: Criteria

Artistic Excellence Artistic Merit



Application Review: Artistic Excellence Criteria

Artistic 
Excellence

The quality of the artists and other key individuals, 
creative process, works of art, organizations, arts 

education providers, artistic partners, and/or services 
involved in the project and their relevance to the 

audience or communities the project aims to serve.



Application Review: Artistic Merit Criteria

Artistic 
Merit

The value and appropriateness of the project to the 
organization’s mission, artistic field, artists, audience, 

community, and/or constituency.

The ability to carry out the project based on such factors as:

•appropriateness of the budget

•clarity of the project activities, resources involved, and

•qualifications of the project's personnel and/or 
partnerships.

Clearly defined goals and/or proposed 
outcomes, and an appropriate plan to 

determine if those goals and/or outcomes 
are met. This includes, where relevant, 

measures to assess student and/or teacher 
learning in arts education.

Evidence of direct compensation 
to artists, makers, art 

collectives, and/or art workers.

As applicable: 

•Engagement with individuals whose opportunities 
to experience the arts are limited by geography, 
race or ethnicity, economics, or disability.

•Ability to strengthen the arts sector through 
knowledge-sharing and resources 



February Deadline (GAP 1) July Deadline (GAP 2)

Part 1: Grants.gov February 15, 2024 at 11:59 pm ET July 11, 2024 at 11:59 pm ET

Part 2: Applicant Portal 

window

From 9 am ET on February 21 

through 11:59 pm ET on February 28, 2024

From 9 am ET on July 16 

through 11:59 pm ET on July 23, 2024

Notifications Early to mid November 2024 Early to mid April 2025

Earliest project start date January 1, 2025 June 1, 2025

All program areas accept applications at both deadlines, EXCEPT Artist Communities and Design, 

which only accept applications in February

Application Calendar



Application

Deadline

Peer Panel 

Review & 

Recs

National 

Council on 

the Arts 

Review & 

Approval

Chair 

Approval
Award 

Notification 

& Project 

Start

Application ReviewApplication Review Process



Panel Review Insights

Competitive projects will:

• Respond to Artistic Excellence and Artistic Merit Review Criteria 

• Demonstrate alignment with the National Endowment for the Arts’ 
commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion

• Steer clear of jargon

• Describe clear goals and ways of measuring those goals



Challenge America

Challenge America offers support primarily to small organizations 
for projects in all artistic disciplines that extend the reach of the 
arts to populations that are underserved.

• Entry point for organizations seeking NEA funding
• Abbreviated application
• Robust structure of technical assistance
• Grants a set amount of $10,000
• Requires cost share/match of $10,000



Challenge America

“Underserved,” as defined by our legislation and agency policy 
refers to:

• Those whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited 
by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability.



Challenge America
Eligibility:

• First-time applicants to the NEA are eligible.
• Previous Challenge America grantees are eligible.
• Previous NEA applicants that were not recommended for 

funding under any other NEA grant programs in any of the 
three most recent Fiscal Years are eligible.

• CARES Act / ARP Act grantees are eligible.

• NEA grantees in grant programs other than Challenge America 
from the three most recent Fiscal Years are NOT eligible.



Challenge America

Contact Challenge America Staff

ChallengeAmerica@arts.gov

202-682-5700

mailto:ChallengeAmerica@arts.gov


Helpful Hints

• Start early and give yourself plenty of time.
• Ensure that you have successfully completed your 

Grants.gov and Sam.gov registrations.
• Use Grant Search on arts.gov to research previously 

awarded grants.
• Request panel feedback on your application in the 

future, whether or not you receive an award. 



• Don’t assume the reviewers are familiar with your organization 
or your work.

• Choose a project that exemplifies what you do best.

• Be as specific as possible.

• List artists & partners under consideration if not yet confirmed.

• Make sure your budget and project narrative tell the same story.

• Serve as a panelist!

Helpful Hints



Work Sample Tips

• Review the work sample instructions prior to submission.

• Choose work samples that support the project in your 
narrative and project budget.

• Recent samples should be included.

• If applicable, include samples by artists involved in the 
project.

• Don’t overwhelm the panelists with too many work samples 
as panelists’ review time is limited. 

• Detail exactly what you want the panel to review  

• Contact us if you have questions!



Native Arts & Culture Resources



Native Arts & Culture Resources



Contact Us!

NativeArts@arts.gov


